SAIGON (UPI) — South Viet.
namese puratroops  overran -lhe
fortified positions of an estimat-
ed two companies. of Viet Cong
Friday, killing 22 of (he Com-
nunist: defenders in a banana
prove near Saigon.

The fighi erupted shorvily af-
ter 8 a.m, on the outskicrts of
Tuan Thei Hiep  village, 1wo
miles north of Tan Son Nhut
Air Base. This deserted, shell-
. shattered © farming  community
wis the scene of o fierce clash
between thie paralvoops &nd a
Communist baltalion twn (la:.'
earlier, -

U.8. advisors wﬁh the para-
h'(mps said the fight may have
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‘in - the previous

North of Tan Son Nhut A

intervupled a Viel Cong buriul

ceremony for {he men ther lost
battle, ‘ihree
and seven {resh

open  graves

ones were found by the para-
troops after the hattle,

The immediate avrea surround-
ing Tan Thoi Iliep hus been hod-
Iy contesled between the Om)i)\-

. ing forces here {our times since
the Communists launched theip

Tet offensive. Anovican officers
believe the Viet -Cong want 1o

uge the village to fire rockety
on the sprawling air
Tecily to the south,

 base di-

“They've. got fu ret in here
to do any
maximum range for theiv rock-

korm. This iy the

- ots, if lhe‘v want lu hit Tan Son

Nhut" (,apt Herlr Llovd of
IInzn, Ark., said. “We'll prob-
ably have move action avound

‘here in the next few days.”

The Communisté effart to gain
control of Tan Thoi Hiep has
cost them dearly. Since Teot,
they have lost more thun 20
men killed in and around’ the

‘village.

Among those killed in Triday’s

Jirhting was a Commimist com-

pany commander and a North
Vietnamese soldier. The para-

troops .also captured ihree mu-

chine guns, 11 aufomatic rifles.
and o large assovtment of rock-
ets and ammunition. '



