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{Editor’s Note: This is the most poignant and beautiful
letter Revermenis has ever received. There is no more
an important occasion as these coming holidays to

share it with the membership.}
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Désdand Voiced 3
by
Ira Cooperman

Riding the Ghost of Vietnam:

An Open Letter

1o
President Clinton

Dear President Clinton:

With all the important subjects to
which vou have to pay attention in the
final weeks of your presidency. | would
have thought traveling to Vietnam -
reopening old wounds - would have
seemed imprudent to vou,

Was vour Asian trip

undaunted courage, or to settle a debt of

honor? Was it a journey of the spirit, or
did you actually accomplish something
worthwhile for our nation?

It takes more than a shallow view of

history to understand the alienation and
frustration many Vietnam veterans feel
even now, a quarter-century after the
official end of the war. For the wound
inflicted during the conflict - the longest
and most divisive since the Civil War -
still have not been completely healed.

I just hope, Mr. President, that in
traveling to Vietnam. vou considered the
words of Albert Camus, who wrote fifty-
five vears ago that it is not the role of an
individual "to transform either the world
or man ... but it mav be to serve those
without which even a
transformed world would not be worth

living in ... "

few wvalues

For a politician heralded for yvour
political ingenuity. there has been a lack
of any constancy about your values.
especially as they relate to veterans’
policies, during the past cight vears.
Like most public officials. | believe vou
are a series of contradictions.

But unul vour term ends on January

one of

20, you have the opportunity to
demonstrate that you will not be victim
to the indifference to the fate of others.

Mr. Clinton, vou evaded our nation’s
call to military service during the
Vietnam era. How credible now are
vour expressions of sorrow for the
miasmic effects of American actions in
Vietnam?

Instead of riding the ghost of
Vietnam. live up to vour moral
obligations as president. In the weeks
ahead, help bring us together by
encouraging more adequate funding for
veterans’  health care, benefits and
Services.

Expedite movement toward Agent
Orange and hazardous chemical research
in Vietnam. Order the imitiation of
research projects in the United States on
American veterans of Vietnam and their
families, as required by the Agent
Orange Act of 1991,

And everyday of vour life, take a
moment to reflect, remember and honor
the 2.7 million Americans who served in
Southeast Asia from 1939 - 1975, as
well as the 58,195 veterans whose names
are carved on the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial in Washington, D.C. -- men
and women who served in vour stead.

Only through actions like these can
vou keep farth wath vour often expressed
wish to seek a national reconciliation.

After a most divisive presidential
election, now 1s a time for healing -- for
our nation and all its veterans.

= * ®

(Ed. Ira Cooperman, a resident of
Rochester. New York, served as an Air
Force intelligence officer in Vietnam,
Thailand and Laos in 1965-1966. His E-
Mail address is:_ibcoopermani@aol.com
Mr. Cooperman’s opinions and expressions,
as with all columnists in Reverments, are
solely his own and are not published as an
endorsement from the Association,)
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The Tan Son Nhar Associarfon Wreeath
laid by members at Vietnam Memorial
Veterans Day, November 11, 2000

Veterans Day Meet
A Fine Event

Veterans Day. November |1, was an
absolutely beautiful day to be in
Washington. And fourteen. ves, count “em.
fourteen members of the Tan Son Nhut
Association met for breakfast at the Four
Seasons Restaurant in Alexandria and then
went on to formally lay a wreath, in vour
name. at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

Attending were John and Michelle
Peele, Jerry Wilcoxen, Ira Cooperman.
Dean Guard (who flew in from [llinois).
Erwin Nase. Jim Smith. Al Keeler and
friend. Ken Moll, Dave Bolton, Bill
Grayson and wife, and Bob Need.

During the informal get-together there
was a discussion of forming a Capitol
Dristrict Chapter. The enthusiastic group
was heartened by this response and felt that
even more would attend functions like this.

A Tan Son Nhut Memorial Day for
April 30" is being looked at, and we really
want to beat the bushes for Memorial Dax
2001. The Four Seasons appears 1o be an
ideal spot, located right off 195, with no
hassle. And getting into town? We all rode
the Metro right smack into town to the
Mall. Wish vou were there. and expect 1o

see vou there soon!
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Reverments is an oflicial publication of
the Tan Son Nhut Association, Inc.
6203 5Tih Avenue. Riverdale, Mandland
20737, The Association is i nen-profit
fraternal  organization  chaner  under
appropriate statute and law

President, Don Parker
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F-Mail: hercules29@ worldnetatt.net whose intellect dominates their other commandments. If religion has roots in

. faculties. Itis an important road. and the

thought. beauty and feeling. it has us
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Let's hope we'll be seeing a lot more of
each other in 2001. Let’s keep the
Association growing and let's not

forget to keep in touch! To all, our best
wishes -

lest

When | come to a large modern city |
have a debate with myself as to which road
1o take into the inner city area.

There is
always the temptation to use the expressway.’
but it means going at such speed and with
such concentration that nothing can be seen
along the way
In our religious life it is equally true that
there are many roads that lead to God = and does not live by mind alone. or beauty
no one of them is necessarily better than glone, His affection hungers to be one
another. In fact, we do well to use each of with the presence of God. to feel the
them upon the appropriate occasion as there ¢loseness and undergirding of God's
will be certain advantages. However, it 1S divine Spirit. If the mind is meant to
very important that we do not despise those guide the course of man. its the will and
who use a road other than the one of our (he emotions which provide the power.
choice at the time, There is the ethical road
... leading to the God of Righteousness

Do Parkes, Prosident
Jodns Poels, Enccilive Vice Pretident
Jodins Luces, Uice President/Secrelary
James $thanringlon, Nabional Chaplain

(Pharles .‘thé-,. Camomtaiicadiond (:3"’"-!(‘4",
There is the intelfecinal rowd

This is the wav thar leads o the G of ;
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"T'he Cmmunicatios (enter

Member finds “must read” book ...

I am glad to read that you will be
upgrading your graphies. The photos
have been terrible.

Other than that | wanted to pass
on to the other members a small
review of a book | just finished
reading.

No doubt many of the members
have probably read this a long time
ago. If not. it is a must for any
Vietnam Vet. The book 1s The
March of Folly — From Troy to
Vietnam, by Barbara W. Tuchman.
1984,

If vou don’t feel bad enough
about the politics of war this will
make vou feel worse. And. maybe
think about the vote,

Fhanks. and continued success
for the Association.

Robert Capener
Port Townsend, Washington

Seeking information ... 1 do not
know if vou can help me but |
figured | would give it a shot.

My father-in-law  served in
Vietnam ("67-768). He was at Tan
Son Nhut Air Base. Hetold mea
story about a pilot what was being
honored at the base. My father-in-
law was the one who met the pilot
after he landed. put up the ladder
and unstrapped him. He told me
there was a lot of media coverage.

He watches the Discovery
Channel whenever they do specials
on Vietnam in hopes to see this
footage.

I am trving to find it for him and
hopefully surprise him for Christmas.

chdlida Lids bl WHIS LR sl Bh Shiide

things he came home with. [ would
really like for him to have a copy of
the footage.

If there is any way you could
help me, or maybe direct me
somewhere to find such information,
I would appreciate it

His name is Richard G. Bartos.
Thank vou,

Tony Velotta
Avelot777@ cs.com
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i Area Code 309

MeEsNaEe ..
or wen pages which tell vou 1o call an
809" phone number. This is a ven
important issue of Scam Buster=2 [ because
it alerts vou 1o a scam that:is spreading
“extremely” quickly and can easily costvou
$24, 100 or more, and is difficult to avoid
We'd like 1o
thank Verizon for bringing this scam to
our attention.  This scam has also been
identified by the MNational Fraud
Information Center and is costing victims
a lot of money.
There are

unless vou are aware of it

lots of different
permutations of this scam. but Here's How
It Works:  Youwillreceive amess
vour answering machine or vour

which asks vou to call a number beginning
with Area Code 809,

The reason vou're asked to call varies.
It can be to receive information about a
family member who has beenill. 1o tell vou
someone has been arrested. died. to let vou
know vou have won a wonderful prize. e1c.
In each case. vou are told to call the 309
number rieht awas

e JITS e s

codes these days. people unknowingly
return these calls.

If you call from the United States vou
will apparently be charged $2.4235 per
minute. Or. you'll get a long recorded
message. The point is, they will try to keep
vou on the phone as long as possible to
increase the charges. Unfortunately, when
vou get your phone bill, you'll often be
charged more than $24,100.

Why It Works

The 809 Area Code is located in the
British Virgin Island (The Bahamas). The
809 Arca Code can be used as a “pay-per-
call” number, similar to 900 numbers in
the United States. Since 809 is not in the
LS., it is not covered by ULS. rezulations
of 900 numbers which require that vou be
notified and warned of charges and

rates

invalved when vou call a “pas-per-cail’
number,
There |5 aiso no reguirement that the

which vou may term

eine ol FUtier. wierncas

L.S. phones have 900 number biockis
avoid these Kinds of charges, 900 number
biocking will not prevent calls o the 809
Area Code.

We recommend that no matter how
vou get the message. if vou are asked 1o
call a number with an 809 Area Code that
wvou don’t recognize and/or investigate
further, just disregard the mess:

Be wary of Email or calls asking vou
to call an 809 Area Code number. It's
important to prevent becoming a victim of’
this scam, since trying 1o fight the charges
atterwards can become a real nightmare,
That's because vou actually did make the
call. Ifyou complain both your local phone
company and vour long distance carrier
will not want to get involved and will most
likely ‘tell vou that they are simply
providing the billing for a foreig
company. You'll end up dealing with a
foreign company that argues they have
done nothing wrong.

Please forward this entire message 1o

vonr friends, familv and colleacues o heln

U DeCOme W are O s s<am.
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Life behind Tan Son Nhut’s

Revetments!

an essay by
Bob Need, Editor, Reverments
When John Pecle and | were planning the initiation of this
publication, we wanted a clearly distinctive and meaningful
title for it. "Gateway,” and similar names seemed okay. but not
just right. Then we thought of the most distinctive feature of
Tan Son Nhut. It was the first thing you saw when vou landed,
worked around them, and the last thing vou saw when vou flew
out towards home ... the revetments.
Member Dale M. Baker. Davenport, lowa, and T-39
Section supervisor, 460™ Tactical Reconnaissance Wing, sent

T

RF-4 ... and revetments

Kovermenis

Earlier this month we had an interesting and informative e-
mail discussion with Lt.Col. Russell Mann, Lafaverte, Louisiana,
who gave us invaluable pointers for improving our graphics. He
was Chief, Air Traffic Control at Tan Son Nhut from 1968-1969,

Welcome to Tan Son Mhut, Base Operations

us these pictures (and more). They were taken in late 1968,
When we saw them, we were very moved, and also very sad
about our ability to reproduce them for publication in

We have not yet been able to avail ourselves of his plans to have
us gain assistance from the photo and publications people at
nearby Langley Air Force Base, but we will soon.

But-we tried mightily to experiment with our own contrasts
and resolution, and we hope this page shows some improvement
and allows us to share Dale Baker's now priceless pictures with
vou,

T-39 ... and revetments
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Grrs & GoonEs

for the holidays and the new year

There has been a lot of discussion over the past years about having all sorts of momentos for the Tan Son
Nhut Association. Well, this time we’re going to get serious. Things vou can get right away are ...

PATCHES ... Get the colorful TSNA Patch for only $3, $1 shipping and handling. Order from
Public Affairs Office, Suite 709, 330 West Brambleton Avenue, Norfolk, Va. 23510, or call
(757) 627-7746 or e-mail: hercules29%¥worldnet.att.net

Saigon Facilities Map: (1969), showing all the streets, BOQs, BEQs, USO, many other
important buildings and locations that the U.S.Military leased from the South Vietnamese.
Includes a large portion of the Tan Son Nhut and MACV Compound. Only $18.95 (includes S/H.
Send checks or money orders to: Charles E. Penley 708 Teasel Drive, Al-3. Kingsport. Tennessee 37660,

E-mail: cepenleviwg chartertn.net

The Victors CD is a must item, poignant. humorous and a tribute not only to the brave members
of the 377" Security Police Squadron, but to all the people of Tan Son Nhut and anybody
‘!}}-"] serving in the "Nam. Only $19.95. Send checks or money orders to Tavlor Mac Productions.

."‘y P.O. Box 381, Patton, California 92369, Call: (909) 862-3666. or

E-Mail: Tavlor Mac e juno.com

Now, ABOUT OTHER STUFF

]
ﬁ] [t appears members would like all sorts of things. But before we can make them available we have
to know what Kind of demand we are facing. So. to get the show on the road. please look over
the following and let Public Affairs, (address above) know what and how many you'd be
interested in. and if you would commit yourself to an order after we establish a fair price for these items.

V| TsNa Logo Coffee Cup # V’ TSNA Tie Clasps #

V’ TSNA Lapel Pins # Y/ TSNA Belt Buckle #
E TSNA Flight Jacket # @ TSNA Commemorative Plate #
Vv * TSNA Blazer # w-"‘ TSNA Golf Cap #

V I am also interested in purchasing:

PROFITS FROM ALL ITEMS GO TO THE TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION
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TSNA "Notes For New Year’s'"

Association Dues: As the Association has grown over the past two vears, so has the incrdent of
members forgetting to renew their annual membership. Please look at your membership card and
check the Expiration Date. If you have misplaced or lost your card. please call or write the Public
Affairs Office. Suite 709, 330 West Brambleton Avenue, Norfolk, Virginia 23510 Phone: (757)627-
7746: FAX: (757)627-0878 or E-Mail: hercules2%aworldnet.att.net and yvour expiration date will
be furnished immediately. We will never be a "dunning” organization. but we do need funds to
continue publication of Reverments and planning ahead for a Tan Son Nhut Memorial, and other
worthwhile projects that we are anxious to initiate. Annual Dues are §20; Five Year Membership
is $80, and Life Membership is $180. If vou make one of these membership a birthday or holiday
gift for someone else, we send the recipient a colorful Tan Sen Nhut Association card in your name.

Change of Addresses: Please, please, please, etc., when you move across the hall or across the
nation, send us your changes of address. Every returned Revermenis means a waste of money to the
association, money we really can’t afford to lose. And speaking of addresses, please let us know as
soon as you can if you are changing or discontinuing your e-mail address. Either contact Public
Affairs, addresses as shown above or the Tan Son Nhut Website, http://fwww.tsna.org

Patches: We have restocked the very attractive and impressive Tan Son Nhut Association Patches. They may be ordered by
mail. phone, FAX. or e-mailed to the Public Affairs Office. addresses as shown above. They are S5 a piece, and $1 shipping and
handling. They would make an ideal stocking stuffer for the holidavs.

TSNA Chapters Let's make the Year 2001, the vear of the establishment of more Tan Son Nhut Association Chapters.
Motions are being made to establish a Capitol District Chapter in the Mid-Atlantic area. the Lone Star Chapter is in place in Texas.
and there are people moving in the direction of establishing a Southern California Chapter. There is a large and growing
population of TSNA members across western Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and WWinois, Florida, and adjacent states, also continue
to grow, and the area should seriously consider establishing a central chapter.

,‘_..\_'ﬁf""'-‘.‘.‘p ;
The Tan Son Nhut Association v * wf, o =
Public Affairs Office 189 60 3"_;'5 PEET 00527
i . 83318 22 Now'z§ 00
Suite 709, 330 West Brambleton Avenue 22 8 D et FromnoRrolx 523510

Norfolk, Virginia 23510
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