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TIME FOR FINALS 

 

For many folks, a new school year is 

either here or close. 

 

For TSNA members however, it is 

time for FINALS! 

 

The “First Final” date is September 

15, 2011.  Please have your email or 

snail mail ballot for election of our 

President and Secretary mailed by 

that date. 

 

Please refer to the August Revet-

ments issue for a copy of the ballot. 

 

Please vote and support our election 

efforts.  Thank You! 

 

The “Second Final” is the 2011 TSNA 

Reunion.  The deadline for mailing in 

your registration form is September 

25.  But we surely would like it as 

early as possible.  More later in this 

issue! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Six Billion Corners of the World! 

 

By: Janice Jones 

TSNA Cheerleader 

 

Each of us feels safe in our own little 

corner that we live in this world.  But, 

all around us are murder, terror, 

rapes, stealing, atrocities and many 

other forms of evil.  How safe can one 

really be when it is but a shadow away 

from enveloping you and all your 

loved ones?  The one sure thing that 

guarantees the evils will be visited 

upon you it to sit still and do nothing.  

If you see something wrong and do 

nothing, the evil grows closer to you.  

If you hear something wrong and do 

nothing, the evil grows even closer.  

Evil is like a black mass ready to en-

velop you at any time when you do 

nothing.  When it does finally cover 

you, it is too late!  All you can do then 

is to hope and pray that someone—

anyone—will see and hear you and 

feel your plight and will come to your 

rescue.  Now, your eyes see and your 

ears hear and you wish that you had 

opened your mouth.  Now, thank the 

Lord God our Father, you get your 

miracle.  You behold men and women 

who are good and you realize that 

your body and soul may be all right.   

 

Each man and woman are wearing a 

uniform—military uniforms.  There are 

Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, 

Marines and home guards coming to 

your aid and rescue.  They answered 

the call.  Every day after walking 

through hell the day before, they put 

on the  uniform and walk through hell 

again.  That is what heroes do! 

 

With all your hearts, minds, bodies 

and souls, as a whole you have 

strengthened and shored up the foun-

dation of this great country we call our 

home—the United States of America!  

Y‟all have the pride of being a Vet-

eran.  It is your Badge of Honor and 

y‟all wear it so well!  Millions who 

never wore the uniform will ever know 

the honor and duty that you know and 

they never will.  People who stayed 

home and did not serve in any capac-

ity will never understand  you or your 

fellow soldiers.  The reverberations of 

your military experience will continue 

to move you and govern you through-

out your whole life.  You have faced 

the evils and have held them back.  

You were and ever will be vigilant and 

prepared.  You were and ever will be 

Warriors. 

 

Thank you, Ladies and Gentlemen, for 

being a soldier.  You wore the uniform 

and wore it well.  You are our shield.  

You did good!  You still do good! 

LT. COL. CARL A. BENDER 

 

We have received word that Lt. Col. 

Carl A. Bender passed away on June 

30, 2011. Lt. Col. Bender was an Offi-

cer in the 377th SPS during the Tet 

„68 Offensive. 

 

 

 

WEATHER RELATED 

 

By:  Nigel Brooks 

HHC Special Troops, USARV 

Aug 66 - Aug 71 

 

(Regarding the August Revetments), I 

was looking at Dale Bryan's Bio, notic-

ing that he was an Air Force Meteor-

ologist and a funny story came to 

mind. 

 

I was in the Army in Vietnam in 1966, 

and I knew a guy who had the same 

background.  He had enlisted in the 

Army specifically to be trained as a 

meteorologist, had spent Lord knows 

how much time in training and after 

training had been assigned to Viet-

nam.  Fully expecting to be employed 

in his MOS, he was told "The Air 

Force does that over here" - they 

made him a mail clerk. 
 

9/11/2001 - 9/11/2011 

 

By: Janice Jones 

TSNA Cheerleader 

 

Once again, we are at a time to re-

member a truly heinous act. On Sep-

tember 11, 2011, it will be the 10th 

anniversary of the second bombing of 

the U.S.A. at the Twin Towers. The 

people became as One and love, he-

roes, and prayers were the saviors of 

the day. 

 

Forever, remember U.S.A.! 

 
   A Memorial to the American Experience in Vietnam 

          

The Official Journal of The Tan Son Nhut Association 

SEPTEMBER 2011 
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MAIL CALL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This envelope was sent to me by Chaplain Bob Chaffee with the following comments: “Ran across this going through a 

“Keep” box.  It‟s only 45 years old! - Vietnam Free Mail.” 

 

We certainly didn‟t have anything like this in January 1962.  So how about some comments on this and other “mail” 

thoughts.  I need articles!   

THANKS TSNA!! 

 

Dear Sirs 
  

I would like to thank you for the advise you gave me, relat-

ing to my late father-in-law, MSgt. Rodolfo Avila. My wife 

never had the chance to know her father, as he left home 

when she was a few months old. You kindly advised my 

wife to apply for her father's records through the MPRC. 

This she did, and a few months later received her father's 

full military history, including his medical records. As 

a result of your help, she has now discovered a half-sister 

living in California.  
  

As Rodolfo served at Tan Son Nhut Air Base (1969-1970), 

my wife decided to apply to the MRRC for a replacement 

Vietnam Service Medal. Despite the distance (we live in 

London), she received the medal in the post two weeks 

later. She now has some memento of her father's service 

for his country.  
  

Thank you again for the great work you do for the Tan Son 

Nhut veterans and their families. Without your help, we 

would not have known where to begin. 
  

With Kind Regards 
  

Mark & Susan Townsend (England)  

Email: Mark.Townsend@gva.co.uk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor:  As I wrote to Mark when I asked him for 

the above picture, “helping out like this is one of the main 

reasons for our existence”.   

 

Thank you Charles! 

mailto:Mark.Townsend@gva.co.uk.
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         Tan Son Nhut Association 2011 Reunion Registration 
OPEN TO ALL INTERESTED IN THE HISTORY AND LEGACY OF TAN SON NHUT AND THE VIETNAM CONFLICT 

 
YES, SIGN ME UP FOR THE REUNION! 

 
NAME___________________________________________BRANCH OF SERVICE_______________ 
 
ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE______________________________________EMAIL________________________________ 
 
NAME OF YOUR GUEST(S):__________________________________________________________ 
 
PLEASE LIST ANY SPECIAL NEEDS:___________________________________________________ 
 
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY NOTIFY:____________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                         REGISTRATION FEES 
 

NUMBER OF PERSONS ATTENDING________X $125. =________________________________                                                 

                           ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES (NO EXTRA COST) 
Access to the TSNA Hospitality suite, (drinks, snacks, and war stories!) - $15. daily if purchased separately. 
TSNA Saturday Banquet buffet dinner. $56. if purchased separately. 
TSNA Sunday Continental breakfast. $24. if purchased separately. 

(Please circle which activities that you are paying for, if purchasing separately.) 
 

PAYMENT MUST BE MAILED NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 25, 2011. 
 

PLEASE MAKE PAYMENTS PAYABLE TO THE “TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION” AND MAIL PAYMENTS TO:  
 

TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION 
C/O GEORGE PLUNKETT 
587 WILLIAMS CIRCLE 
WEST COLUMBIA, SC 29172  

 
 
              
           

THE TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATIONTHE TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATIONTHE TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION   

2011 REUNION2011 REUNION2011 REUNION   

OCTOBER 6OCTOBER 6OCTOBER 6---999   

THE BLAKE HOTELTHE BLAKE HOTELTHE BLAKE HOTEL   

CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINACHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINACHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA   
555 South McDowell Street, Charlotte, NC 28204 (704) 372-4100   

   

   

  The special TSNA room rate is $109.00 per night 

  (plus tax).  This rate will be honored for up to three 

  days pre and post event. 

C h e c k - i n  d a t e :    1 0 / 0 6 / 1 1 

Check-in time is:  3:00 p.m., Thursday. 

C h e c k - o u t  d a t e :    1 0 / 0 9 / 1 1 

Check-out time is:  NLT, 12:00p.m., Sunday. 

Overnight parking is $10.00 per night. 
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MY TIME AT TSN 

 

By:  Ed Geisler 

460th FMS 

Sep 66 - Aug 67 
 

I was transferred to TSN from France under classified or-

ders (destination: Lime Light 285) on 1 September 1966 

(the engine shop airmen plus one Staff Sgt.) the rest of the 

NCO‟s magically got out of the assignment. (?)  I was as-

signed to swing shift in the 460 FMS engine shop at first. 

We had excess airmen and the line was shorthanded due 

to rotations, causing a few of our guys to be shanghaied 

out to the flight line. 

 

We lived in the barracks at the end of Charlie row near 

Ranch Hand Operations for a few months until the 1200 

area was completed. The day shifters were very upset with 

us “French” guys having parties on the barracks steps after 

work. We would slip off a few volunteers each evening to 

score beer and ice at the NCO club. We would watch the 

light show (Minnie guns and flares) cheer and have a great 

time. We were ordered, a few weeks into our stay, to cut it 

out as one of our TSgt‟s had moved back on base to rotate 

home and he wasn‟t getting his beauty sleep. These guys 

at that time had to stay in town because of barracks space 

shortage. 

 

One of our guys from France had befriended a short timer 

who worked at the O club. He was ready to go home so he 

set us up with part time janitor jobs. I spent the rest of my 

time (10 months) working 11:00 PM until 6:00 AM two days 

on, one off, in the bar. Great job.  All the fresh eggs and 

milk (recombined, not powder like the mess hall) you could 

eat. They started cooking for the breakfast line at about 

12:00AM so we‟d help ourselves. They paid us in tax free 

cash once a week and I had more money than I could le-

gally send home each month.  I was working days now and 

not getting much time to spend my money. 

 

 I was at the club the night of Dec 4th. mortar attack on 

TSN. We had been told that if the base were to be attacked 

they would sound a base siren. (I never heard a sound.)  

We had seen a jeep mounted with a recoilless rifle, the af-

ternoon before, at the base BX. Well, at the first sound of 

something going on we went to the roof of the O club (patio 

area) and that rifle was set up in the next door heliport fir-

ing flares over the flight line. (I never saw that jeep again)  

We stood around and watched and wondered what was 

going on. All of a sudden we saw a small flash on the flight 

line… then the world seemed to blow up.  A mortar had hit 

a MD-3 power unit and it went up like the 4th of July. About 

this time the Air Police were coming toward us doubling the 

guard and knocking out all the street lights. We decided 

about then to “de-de mow” out of there. We (3 Vietnamese 

kitchen helpers and 4 GI‟s with the Vietnamese leading the 

way) crossed the street into the gun of a scared AP guard-

ing the General‟s bunker. Why he didn‟t shoot us all was a 

credit to his training. We all hunkered down in the bunker 

with our squadron commander (460 TFW) who was already 

there and listening to his operations radio about the attack. 

They were directing A1E‟s of the VNAF onto the mortar 

locations and beefing up the perimeter. After a while he 

decided it was all over and left the bunker. They had to pry 

us out as I remember. Later on that morning I went to work 

and found my graveyard friends still wide eyed and very 

worn out. They had armed the “responsible ones” and it 

was a scary mix of old pistols and old rifles the squadron 

had for emergencies. Thank you 377th AP for being there. 

Our barber shops were closed for about a week as there 

was at least one base barber who was among the enemy 

that were killed. Needless to say we all were more on edge 

after that until we got the h_ _ _ out of country.  I remember 

as I walked anywhere from then on I automatically checked 

for cover.  

 

I thought I was one hot shot engine mechanic when I got to 

TSN. Boy was I surprised. We had brand new RF4C‟s in 

France right from the factory. In Saigon we had the new 

birds and the original RF4C‟s from Shaw AFB that had a lot 

of hours on them. I was lucky they had a great GE Tech 

Rep that had worked for Lockheed on the German F104‟s 

at Luke AFB and he taught me a lot in those first months.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I had an aircraft tie down (afterburner safety device) that 

broke one night on a trouble run-up after repairs to the air-

crafts engines. The AC battery was down and the power 

unit generator would drop off line when we put start air on 

the engine. Had a new guy on the ground and we were 

trying to move (at almost full power) the plane to take the 

slack out of the hold back devise. Well the new guy is un-

der the AC setting the chocks when I heard him yelling 

bloody murder.  I managed to get the AC stopped just short 

of the power unit which was out of place to begin with. 

(Darn near hit the left drop tank.)  The base safety office 

had a ball with the incident and the TWX went out to all 

George Daigneault and I shortly before we left France 

for TSN 
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stations that had F4‟s, to check their tie downs.  I spent two 

TDY‟s to Bien Hoa AB helping Cam Rahn Bay‟s engine 

shop with engine changes. One had a 20mm up the intake 

(big mess) and the other had a fin off a folding fin rocket 

scooped into the engine.  The pilot (on the fin job) said the 

only way he knew he had a problem was when the fire 

warning light went on. The engine started vibrating and 

damaged the fire warning loop. The F4‟s had the best en-

gines, ask any pilot.    

  

Caught the “Freedom Bird” home on 26 August 1967 and 

was discharged 17 May 1968. 

 

Prior to leaving Vietnam I was going to make a career out 

of the AF but at Seymour Johnson AFB decided the AF 

wasn‟t for me after all. I had answered a magazine ad and 

found I was wanted at United Air Lines. I interviewed a few 

days after my discharge and spent 36 years at UAL in San 

Francisco. I tell people that ask about my college, that I 

have 4 years of University of the Air Force to my credit. I‟m 

grateful to my Draft board and the USAF for my start into a 

great career. It was an experience that I do not regret. 

 

Now in retirement I wonder how I ever found time to go to  

work… Take care…  ed g. 

 

 

2011 REUNION SILENT AUCTION 

 

Some items have been donated for this year‟s Silent Auc-

tion. 

 

These items were donated by John Fry, your Revetments 

Editor‟s nephew.  He won these items as part of the door 

prize at a cocktail reception held in Washington D. C. for 

the American Wartime Museum. 

 

 

 

 

  

Book, „We Were Soldiers Once . .  And Young 
 
    Signed by co-author Joseph L. Galloway 

2006 Bush White House Ornament. 

American Wartime Museum Challenge Coins 

China platter, with a special eagle seal. 
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Chaplain’s Corner  

 September 2011 

 

By:  Bob Chaffee 

TSNA Chaplain 

 

Isn‟t it interesting that September is loaded with the history 

of military headquarters.  On September 11, 1941 con-

struction of the Pentagon was approved and started build-

ing.  It had 17 miles of hallways, now how would you like to 

do the old annual physical run there?  Now notice that date 

again; need I remind anyone of the Twin Towers, the 

Shanksville, Pennsylvania field and the deaths of 184 civil-

ian and military members who died that day, September 11 

at the Pentagon? 

 

In our military life we carry so many memories.  The Sep-

tember 11ths is only one of the most important ones.  Drury 

and Clavin wrote a book recently titled “Last Man Out: The 

True Story of America‟s Heroic Final Hours in Vietnam” 

about that singular day so pictured for memory at Saigon.  

Maybe it‟s not a September date but is part of what we are 

thinking about as we are preparing to dedicate next year 

the Memorial for those who served in all branches of Ser-

vice at Tan Son Nhut base. 

 

In the past “Chaplain‟s Corner” I have mentioned my first in 

depth experience when in the rain at McClellan AFB I met 

the C-124 filled with the aluminum caskets from “Nam”.  In 

1968 and a few weeks later I was part of the assembling 

for flight the caskets at a base called Tan Son Nhut.  Mem-

bers of our Association were even more involved in these 

acts of care for those who gave their lives in our time pres-

ence in Viet Nam. 

 

This whole “Corner” started about September 11 with the 

Pentagon design, the Twin Towers, the Pennsylvania field 

and the flight 77 into the Pentagon.  A history lesson, NO, 

we each live with what has happened in the past, but it is 

the memory of those who have had their lives shortened 

that give us pause.  Visits to the National Cemeteries in so 

many places in the world give emphasis that September is 

a time for memorial, prayer, dedication, loyalty and commit-

ment to who and what we are, people of a nation we love 

and are willing to ask God to watch over us even in our 

most difficult times of trial. 

 

End of sermon 

Chaplain Bob 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

TAN SON NHUT AIR BASE 

MEMORIAL BENCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellow Members: 

  

Your response to the Memorial Bench Fund drive has been 

overwhelming. To date we have raised a total of $8,100.27. 

This amount is much more than is needed to purchase the 

bench. And the comments that accompanied some of the 

donations were truly touching.  

 

We request your suggestions on how to use this donation 

overage and will discuss your ideas at this year's reunion. 

  

Thank you for your support of this most worthy project. 

  

George Plunkett 

Vice President, TSNA 

1st Mobile Communications Group 

 

 

 
 
 

I  lived in a squad tent.  Our typing pool was 24/7.  My 

normal shift was 2000-0800.  Gen. Westmoreland im-

posed a mandatory 72 hour work week.  I couldn‟t bitch for 

I wasn‟t being shot at.  During the day it was too hot to 

sleep.  There was an Olympic swimming pool nearby.  VC 

tried to destroy it.  The best place to eat at was a boat on 

the Saigon River.  @##%U%* VC sunk it. 

 

Joseph E. Ingram 

Hq. 2nd Air Division Air Oper. Ctr. 

Jan 64—Jan 65. 

 

L ived in tents a month then moved off base to a rented 

room in a private house.  Also spent a year at Cam 

Rahn Bay in 69-70.  MSgt. Ret. 

 

John C. Kidwell 

1876th Communications Squadron 

Dec 65—Dec 66 

 

NOTATIONS FROM  
APPLICATIONS 
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-----Original Message----- 

F r o m :  A l a n  B e c k l e r 

[mailto:albeckler@gmail.com] 

Sent: Thursday, June 16, 2011 9:48 

PM 

To: Rich Carvell 

Subject: Would love for some informa-

tion about TSN Assn. 

 

Dear Mr. Carvell, 

Until yesterday I did not know there 

was a Tan Son Nhut Association, so I 

am interested in learning what I can of 

the Association, how one joins, who is 

in it, etc. 

 

I have included some photos of myself 

and other sites in 1965/66 when I was 

stationed with the 6250th, 377th, 

460th CAMS.  I don't know how many 

designations we had in a year, but it 

was a lot. 

 

My job was aircraft Pneudraulics 

(hydraulics&  pneumatics) and was in 

hangar 200 down on the flight line, 

just opposite the passenger terminal.  

I worked the C-123 line, including the 

"Ranch Hand" birds. 

 

My career spanned 35 years and I 

worked every aspect of the Air Force 

(active duty, reservist, ART, then 

straight civilian at Cheyenne Mtn. and 

retired from civilian service at 

Schriever AFB in 2000).  I joined in 

June 1960 and got out in Aug. 1969.  

In Feb. 1974 I joined the Reserves at 

Andrews AFB, MD.  From there I went 

into a joint active duty - reservist train-

ing program at Moody AFB, Ga. (1977 

- 1978), which was more active duty 

for that period.  Then it was on to 

Homestead AFB, FL and the 482nd 

FW for another 9 years.  After that it 

was working for the 31st CES as an 

EMCS Operator, then came Hurricane 

Andrew and that is how I wound up in 

Cheyenne Mtn. 

 

After Tech. School at Chanute AFB, I 

spent 3 years in England (RAF Brunt-

ingthorpe &  RAF Alconbury); 1.6 

years at Moody AFB, Ga; 1 year at 

Tan Son Nhut, then 3 years at Ram-

stein AB, Ger.  This covered my active 

duty. 

 

So, there it is in a bottle for you.  I do 

have more photographs not scanned 

yet, but if you would like them I can 

sort of work on that in on the side. 

Just let me know. 

 

Here is my name and address: 

Alan D. Beckler 

609 N. Lake Shore Dr. 

Hobart, IN 46342-5017 

 

Ph. 219-947-0063 

SKYPE Address: grandpa_al25 

 

You are welcome to call anytime you 

like or try me on SKYPE.  I would love 

to know more about the Assn. and it's 

history. 

 

With Gratitude, 

Alan Beckler, TSgt., USAFR (Ret.)&  

WG-11 USAF Civ. (Ret.) 

 

PS: Just call me Al 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for the email and pictures, 

Alan.  We would love to have you join 

TSNA! 

 

 

 

Thanh Linh 1965 after salvage opera-

My-Can Restaurant Downtown Saigon 

NCO Club at TSN.   
Addition can be seen in background 

Cemetery at Main gate Entrance  
at TSN—1966 

Front Gate at mid-day 1966 

Oooh-Dang I think it broke.  

mailto:[mailto:albeckler@gmail.com]
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TSNA REUNION 2011 
 

CHARLOTTE, NC 
 

OCTOBER 6—9, 2011 
 

BLAKE HOTEL 
 

PLEASE SIGN UP 
 

NOW 

Tan Son Nhut Association 
P. O. Box 236 
Penryn PA 17564 

TSNA and its officers, directors, employees and agents do not make any guarantees of any kind about the content, accuracy, or 
timeliness of information in the TSNA newsletter, Revetments. The use of information from this newsletter is strictly voluntary and at 
the user‟s sole risk.  TSNA shall not be liable for any damages of any kind related to the information in this newsletter. The opinions 
expressed in the newsletter are those of the authors and do not constitute the opinion or policy of TSNA. 

 Revetments is an official publication of the  
 Tan Son Nhut Association, Inc. 
 P.O. Box 236, Penryn, PA 17564-0236 
 The Association is a 501(c)(19) tax exempt veterans‟    
 Organization incorporated in the Commonwealth of    
 Virginia. 
 

 President: Robert Robinson Gales 
 Vice President: George Plunkett 
 Treasurer: Carol Bessette 
 Secretary: Dale Bryan 
 Director of Communications/Webmaster: Charles Penley 
 Director of Marketing: Johnnie Jernigan 
 Director of Public Relations: Richard Carvell 
 Director of History:  
 Director of Membership: Larry E. Fry 
 Director of Veteran and Member Services:  Hector Leyva 
 Membership Development: George Plunkett    
 Revetments Editor: Larry E. Fry 
 Chaplains: Rev. Dr. James M. Warrington,                             
    Rev. Dr. Billy T. Lowe; and Rev. Bob A. Chaffee 
 Co-Founders/Presidents Emeriti: Don Parker and  
   John Peele  
 President Emeritus: Wayne Salisbury 
  

 Web Site: www.tsna.org 
 
 Annual Membership: $20.00 
 Five Year Membership: $80.00 
 Life Membership: $180.00 

NEW MEMBERS 

Cheryl German-Chung UT doc377th@yahoo.com 1969 93rd Evac 44th Med Brigade Long Bien 

Walter Duke, Jr. KY wduke1@roadrunner.com. Jun 65 - Jun 66 3rd Radio Research Unit+ 

Michael T. Swift KY swiftyt1947@yahoo.com. Apr 67 - Apr 68 377th Combat Support Group 

Alton M. Salters SC hope13@bellsouth.net. DEc 67 - Dec 68 377th SPS 

Adrian Leon Vaughn VA oanhleon@embarqmail.com. Jul 68 - Sep 70 HQ MACV- CORDS HQS. TEAM 

Don Kennedy, Jr. Tx badmoonrisin69@aol.com. Feb 69 - Aug 69 377th CES 

Larry E. Batey MD larrybatey@yahoo.com. Apr 71 - May 72 377th Supply Squadron 

mailto:doc377th@yahoo.com
mailto:wduke1@roadrunner.com.
mailto:swiftyt1947@yahoo.com.
mailto:hope13@bellsouth.net.
mailto:oanhleon@embarqmail.com.
mailto:badmoonrisin69@aol.com.
mailto:larrybatey@yahoo.com.

