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Tan Son Nhut Memorial Enhancement 

 

The memorial project underway to recognize and remember Tan Son Nhut Air Base continues to move forward.  In about 

seven months, a memorial long thought about by so many will become a reality and take its rightful place among other 

such memorials at the National Museum of the U. S. Air Force. 

 

The Memorial Committee is extremely happy and very pleased to announce a major enhancement to the Memorial 

Bench.    The museum has agreed to allow two bronze plaques mounted on black granite along with two trees to be 

added next to our Memorial Bench.    The Memorial Bench will not change and remains the same in size and with the 

same words of dedication.  Together the granite bench and bronze plaques will recognize and pay homage not only to 

those who served at Tan Son Nhut but also give special recognition to  those who gave so much while serving there.   

 

The first plaque will be dedicated to the memory of those men and women who gave their lives while serving at Tan Son 

Nhut.   The second plaque will be dedicated to those men and women wounded while serving at Tan Son Nhut.   The 

wording on the second plaque includes ―faced the wounds that became part of their lives‖.  All wounds did not heal with 

the ending of the war.  Some wounds were not recognized but were carried by those wounded throughout their lives.  The 

second plaque acknowledgments all wounds and rightly so.   We cannot engrave enough granite benches nor can we 

cast enough bronze plaques to ever pay the cost of those lives and those wounds.  The best we can do for them  is to  

never forget their sacrifices and make these sacrifices known to others for generations to come.  This bench and these 

two plaques will long stand as a sign of our remembrance.   

 

The black granite bench will continue to be the focal point of the memorial to Tan Son Nhut Air Base.  On each end and 

toward the front of the bench will be a bronze plaque mounted on a block of black granite.  As a backdrop to the bench 

and plaques will be two trees planted to add to the serenity of the museum’s Memorial Park.  The species of trees to be 

used will be chosen by the museum to blend with existing trees and to be acceptable to the Ohio weather.   Elsewhere in 

this issue of Revetments is an artist’s rendition of what the Memorial Bench, plaques, and trees will look like when com-

pleted.  The words on the plaques speak silently of those being so honored.  When completed and dedicated, the Memo-

rial to Tan Son Nhut Air Base will stand for what we all believe:    Tan Son Nhut remains a special place in our hearts be-

cause of all the dedicated troops who served there.   

 

The Memorial Bench, the two bronze plaques and two trees will be dedicated at the same time in a ceremony that will be 

a fitting tribute to Tan Son Nhut Air Base and to those who served there.  The ceremony is scheduled for 10:00 a.m. on 

October 12, 2012 and will be the focus of our 2012 Reunion at Dayton, Ohio.   

 

When this memorial project started last summer as a Memorial Bench, the response from the membership was over-

whelmingly positive both in approval of the design and with the much needed contributions to underwrite the cost.  With 

the addition of the two plaques and two trees, our memorial project will be much larger in scope and more importantly, the 

words of dedication will be expanded to include recognition of those whose lives were lost and those suffering wounds.  

These significant enhancements have increased our budgeted cost to $11,500., which includes $1,500. for the Museum’s 

perpetual care fund.    When compared to the amount received, we are currently a few hundred dollars short of our re-

vised budget.  Thanks to the generosity of members, the memorial project has moved very far in such a short time.   If you 

have not already made a contribution to the Memorial Fund, we would encourage you to do so now.  Our collective 

memories are filled with events, places, and people we met and cared for.  This memorial provides a means of recogniz-

ing them in a most personal and lasting way. 

 

Thank you for your continued support for the Tan Son Nhut Association and the Memorial Project. 

 

The Memorial Committee 

 
   A Memorial to the American Experience in Vietnam 

          

The Official Journal of The Tan Son Nhut Association 

MARCH 2012 
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The Board of Directors of the Tan Son Nhut Association would like to send a huge ―THANK YOU‖ to the members of the 
Memorial Bench Committee for the magnificent job they are doing with this project.  The members are:  Harold Boone, 
Chairman, Gary Redlinski, Bob Chaffee, Johnnie Jernigan, Charles Penley, and Bill Coup. 
 
The artist rendering above has been done by committee member Gary Redlinski. 
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2012 TSNA REUNION 

 

The 2012 TSNA Reunion will begin on Thursday, 10-11 

and end on Sunday, 10-14. 

  

We have contracted with the Holiday Inn in Fairborn, OH 

for our 2012 reunion. 

  

Contact info for the Holiday Inn is www.holidayinn.com/

fairbornoh. Their phone number is 1-(937) 426-7800. 

  

The room rate is $110. per night. That includes all fees and 

taxes. 

FREE parking. 

FREE WiFi throughout the hotel. 

FREE Hospitality Suite. 

FREE Meeting Room. 

FREE Meeting Room with auditorium style seating for 

guest speakers. 

FREE shuttle to and from the airport. It is the responsibility 

of the GUEST to notify the hotel at least 72 hours prior to 

arrival. 

FREE transportation to and from the NMUSAF and the 

traveling Vietnam wall. 

FREE breakfast daily in the hotel restaurant.  

  

Room reservations will be honored at the guaranteed rate 

for up to 3 days prior to and after the reunion. 

  

For reservations guaranteed by credit card, the credit card 

will not be charged until the day of arrival.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REUNION SPEAKER 

 

On Friday evening, October 12, our banquet speaker will 

be Colonel Chuck DeBellevue. 

 

1970s-1980s -- Chuck DeBellevue was the first U.S. Air 

Force weapons systems officer to become an ace during 

the Vietnam War in 1972. DeBellevue became America's 

top "MiG Killer" when he and his pilot, Capt. John Madden, 

downed two MiGs, giving him six in total, the most earned 

during the Vietnam War. 

 

In October 1971, he was sent to the 555th TFS at Udorn 

Royal Thai Air Base. As a WSO with the "Triple Nickel," 

DeBellevue scored his first four aerial victories while 

crewed with Capt. Steve Ritchie, who became the first 

USAF Vietnam War ace. DeBellevue became the second 

when he downed two MiGs on Sept. 9, 1972 while flying 

with Madden on a four-ship combat air patrol. 

 

During his combat tour, DeBellevue logged 550 combat 

hours while flying 220 combat missions. His skill as a WSO 

was recognized when he and the other two U.S. Air Force 

aces, Ritchie and Capt. Jeff Feinstein, received the 1972 

Mackay Trophy, the Veterans of Foreign Wars' Armed 

Forces Award and the Eugene M. Zuckert Achievement 

Award. 

 

DeBellevue retired from active duty as commander of the 

Air Force ROTC Detachment 440, University of Missouri-

Columbia, Columbia Mo., in January 1998, after 30 years 

of military service. 

 

You don’t want to miss this reunion! 
 

Make your reservations NOW!! 
 

See you in October 

http://www.holidayinn.com/fairbornoh
http://www.holidayinn.com/fairbornoh
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2012 TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION REUNION SCHEDULE 

 

Thursday  9 AM    Registration Desk Opens and Hospitality Suite Opens  

 

Thursday  ????    Hospitality Suite Closes 

 

Friday   10 AM    TSNA Memorial Bench Dedication 

   (Buses leave at  9:40 AM, return at 12:15 PM) 

 

Friday   12-4:30 PM   Hospitality Suite Open 

 

Friday   2 PM    NMUSAF Self Guided Tour 

  (Buses leave at 1:40 PM, return at 4:15 PM) 

 

Friday   5 PM    NMUSAF Museum Shop opens just for TSNA 

  (Buses return to the hotel at 5:45 PM) 

Friday   6 PM    Cash Bar Opens in Banquet Area 

 

Friday   7 PM    Banquet Seating 

  (Buses leave the hotel at 6:30 PM) 

 

  Introduction of Guests   President George Plunkett 

 

  Presentation of Colors   WPAFB Color Guard 

 

  National Anthem   WPAFB Band of Flight Soloist 

 

  Welcome    President George Plunkett 

 

  Missing Man Table Ceremony  

 

  Invocation   

 

  Necrology 

 

  Dinner 

 

  Musical Presentation   WPAFB Band of Flight 

 

  Introduction of Guest Speaker  President George Plunkett 

 

  Guest Speaker    Colonel Chuck DeBellevue 

 

  Awards/Coin Presentation  President George Plunkett 

 

  Retirement of Colors   WPAFB Color Guard 

 

Friday  10 PM—?????    Hospitality Suite Open  

 

Saturday 10 AM  Taryn Davis  Guest Speaker, founder of the American Widow Project 

                                                                                           (To be held in the Amphitheater)      

Saturday 11 AM—11 PM    Hospitality Suite Open  

 

  2 PM     The American Veterans Traveling Tribute 

  (Buses leave at 1:30 PM, return at 3 PM) 

 

Sunday  8 AM-10 AM    Farewell Breakfast 

 

NOTE:  The Hospitality Suite is located in the Challenger Discovery Room 
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    Tan Son Nhut Association 2012 Reunion Registration 
OPEN TO ALL INTERESTED IN THE HISTORY AND LEGACY OF TAN SON NHUT AND THE VIETNAM CONFLICT 

 
YES, SIGN ME UP FOR THE REUNION! 

 
NAME___________________________________________BRANCH OF SERVICE_______________ 
 
ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE______________________________________EMAIL________________________________ 
 
NAME OF YOUR GUEST(S):__________________________________________________________ 
 
PLEASE LIST ANY SPECIAL NEEDS:___________________________________________________ 
 
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY NOTIFY:____________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                    REGISTRATION FEES 
 
NUMBER OF PERSONS ATTENDING________X $125. =________________________________                                                 

    ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES (NO EXTRA COST) 
Access to the TSNA Hospitality suite in the Challenger Discovery Room,  (drinks, snacks, and war stories!) -        

 $20. daily if purchased separately. 

Leased bus round-trip to the NMUSAF for the TSNA Memorial Bench Dedication and Banquet. 

Leased bus round-trip to the Americans Veterans Traveling Tribute. 

TSNA Friday Banquet buffet dinner. $65. if purchased separately. 

FREE breakfast every morning. 

Please circle which activities that you are paying for separately. 

Your room rate has been group-discounted to $110.00 per night.  Those without Internet access can call the         

Holiday Inn, Fairborn at 1-(937) 426-7800.   

Hotel reservations must be made no later than September 20, 2012 to receive this special rate.   

 
 

PAYMENT MUST BE MAILED NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 30, 2012. 
 

 
PLEASE MAKE PAYMENTS PAYABLE TO THE “TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION” AND MAIL PAYMENTS TO:  
 

 
TAN SON NHUT ASSOCIATION 
C/O GEORGE PLUNKETT 
587 WILLIAMS CIRCLE 
WEST COLUMBIA, SC 29172  
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AT THE WALL, FEBRUARY 2, 2012 

 

As one of the wonderful articles our Treasurer, Carol Bessette has placed on her ―to do‖ list, there is the subject of ―items 

left at the wall‖.  

 

Carol had heard a talk about this during one of her Washington DC Tour Guide Association meetings.   

 

In emailing back and forth with Carol about this, we talked about the fact that some pictures of items left there would be 

good to go with the article. 

 

And that gave me the idea of some such items that would be neat to be placed there—on February 2, 2012. 

 

As has been published in the February Revetments, February 2, 2012  was the 50th anniversary of the first USAF casual-

ties of the Vietnam conflict. 

 

I wanted to honor one of those killed that day, Captain Fergus C. Groves II.  I asked Carol if she could place a picture I 

had of Captain Groves, and a note explaining what it was, etc. at The Wall on February 2, 2012. 

 

February 2 in the DC area was a rainy day, at least to start with.  But Carol and her husband, John were on a mission to 

mark this day for me in this way, and they did. 

 

As it turned out, because of the rain, the Rangers at the Wall removed items left there early that day, because they were 

soaked.  What that did was allow Carol and John’s contribution to be the only thing showing at that part of the wall, some-

thing very unusual from all the times she has seen The Wall. 

 

After receiving pictures from Carol from the trip to The Wall, I was privileged to get in touch with Captain Groves’ son, and 

tell him about what had been done. 

 

Thank You Carol and John for this wonderful contribution of your time in completing this ―project‖. 

 

Larry 

 

From The Chaplain Section Log that pertains to Captain Groves who was the one ―passing the hat‖: 

 

Here is the log from the day Captain Groves was killed, and the following day: 

 

 

The pictures on the next page says it all.  And thanks also to John and Carol for the flowers they contributed. 
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VIETNAM VETERANS  
 MEMORIAL 

FEBRUARY 2, 2012 

AMERICAN WIDOW PROJECT 

      www.americanwidowproject.org. 

 

 

 

Taryn Davis, Founder and Executive Director of American Widow Project will be speaking to us during our 2012 Reunion 

in Dayton.  Below is some information about the project. 

 

The American Widow Project is a non-profit organization dedicated to the new generation of those who have lost the he-

roes of yesterday, today and tomorrow, with an emphasis on healing through sharing stories, tears and laughter. Military 

Widow to Military Widow.  

 

Since 2001, over 6,200 U.S. service members have been killed in Iraq and Afghanistan. Around half of these service 

members were married, leaving an estimated 3,000 military widows across our country. While the service member’s sac-

rifice is acknowledged, many simply forget or fail to recognize the sacrifice of the spouse who is now left a widow of war. 

Oftentimes the invisible wounds of military widows are disregarded due to age or a simple lack of knowledge and under-

standing. 

http://www.americanwidowproject.org.
http://www.americanwidowproject.org/
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TSNA INCOME AND EXPENSES 2011 
 

 
 
INCOME 
 

   Balance Remaining, Multi-Year Memberships     $3,682 
   BX Income           2,328 
   Donations: Legacy/Memorial Fund        8,998 
   Donations: General Fund            748 
   Interest                12 
   Membership Dues          4,678 
   Reunion Income           9,321 
 
 TOTAL  INCOME        29,767 
 
 
EXPENSES 
 
   Administrative Expenses            822 
   BX Expenses           1,177 
   Discretionary Expenses            420 
   Legal-Prof Fees          1,525 
   Membership—Other Organizations             40 
   Membership Administration         1,027 
   Memorial Expenses          2,698 
   Reunion Expenses                    10,041 
   Revetments                          942 
 
   TOTAL  EXPENSES        18,692 

 
 
NET                                 +11,075 
 
NOTE:  2011 Income exceeded Expenses by a great margin; however most of that was due to the very generous  
response by the members to the request for Donations to the Memorial Fund. These funds will be expended in  
2012 as we finalize and take final acceptance of the Memorial. 

                                                 AMERICAN VETERANS TRAVELING TRIBUTE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This organization will be having their traveling display located in Greene County, Ohio, during the time TSNA will be having 
our reunion. 
 
We plan on visiting this exhibit on Saturday, October 13. 
 
―American Veterans Traveling Tribute (AVTT) travels the USA with the Cost of Freedom Tribute to provide a forum for the 
members of the community to come together to Honor-Respect-Remember all those whom we have asked to stand in 
harm’s way to protect and defend our great country and freedom as our way of life. They are the true American Heroes 
and we have an obligation to pay tribute to them by celebrating the freedoms they fought for and stand to insure.‖ 
The above used with permission from the AVTT website: http://www.avtt.org. 
 
 

SIGN UP FOR DAYTON—NOW!!! 

http://www.avtt.org.
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My Year at Tan Son Nhut. 

 

By:  Don Reiter 

Air Force Finance 

Jun 66-Jun 67 

 

I arrived at Tan Son Nhut in June of 

1966 after three days in California, 

training on that new weapon, the M16.  

My first day in country proved to be a 

bit interesting:  I was surprised to find 

that the barracks, to be my home for 

the next year, had a six inch hole in 

the concrete in front of the door and 

the wall was covered with shrapnel 

holes.  I was told that this had hap-

pened during a mortar attack some 

time earlier.  Well, if lightning never 

strikes twice in the same place, per-

haps the same could be said of mortar 

rounds, especially since my bunk was 

right there close to the front.    

    

That afternoon, after my first day in 

the tropics, I decided to go to the 

weight room and work out for a while, 

then to the shower.  I was told that the 

showers were cold water only.  OK, in 

this climate does it matter?  Now that I 

was really sticky and smelly, I found 

that there were no shower heads.  I 

could deal with that.  But, no water???  

I think it was a day and half before the 

water came on.  This situation would 

repeat itself occasionally throughout 

my stay.  Not only were showers a 

problem, but clogged and overflowing 

commodes. 

 

On the bright side, we had the mama-

sans.  They did our laundry, made our 

beds, changed the sheets and pol-

ished our shoes.  All for very little 

compensation.  I remember them sit-

ting on the ground surrounded by 

boots and shoes.  Occasionally one 

would call out ―su possa, su passa, ― 

meaning that she wanted somebody 

to get her more shoe polish.   The 

laundry service ended after a number 

of months when some enterprising 

Vietnamese big shot decided to open 

up a cleaning service on the base.  

The mama-sans were no longer al-

lowed to do our laundry. 

 

When I first arrived, uniform require-

ments were very lax.  Everyone was 

wearing the Aussie hat, with the brim 

turned up at the side.  For those of us 

in finance, who handled money, we 

were required to carry a weapon.  We 

purchased the western type gun belts.  

Then, General Momeyer arrived as 

the new Seventh Air Force com-

mander.  He put a stop to all that.  

Everything had to be regulation.  I had 

the opportunity to meet the general 

one day when I delivered his pay 

check to his office.  He asked me 

about his mother’s allotment.  I had to 

tell him that I didn’t have a clue.  He 

was very pleasant about it.  He 

seemed to be a likeable guy. 

 

My only day off being Sunday, I nor-

mally would go into Saigon to see the 

sights and just relax.  One of my fa-

vorite places was the zoo.  The way 

the animals were housed left a bit to 

be desired, but the zoo as a whole, 

was a beautiful and peaceful place.  

On the city streets there were the ever 

present vendors.  They always 

seemed to have an abundance of 

cans of U.S. government insect spray, 

while there was always a shortage in 

supply.  Then there were the very 

young shoe shine boys trying to drum 

up business by dirtying people’s 

shoes – even suede shoes.  I never 

had the stomach to try the food ven-

dors.  I enjoyed the French restau-

rants, with Chateaubriand and French 

fries on the menu.  We could get Coke 

or Ba Muoi Ba beer to drink. You 

never knew what you would encounter 

in Saigon:  Like the Australian news 

man who became visibly upset when 

a waiter dropped a chunk of ice in his 

warm beer.  Or the well dressed Viet-

namese businessman, who had been 

taking English lessons from some 

GI’s.  He thought it was proper English 

to describe something as ―number 

ten.‖  (Remember, number one meant 

good, number ten meant bad?)  Then 

there were the old ladies who, when 

they opened their mouths, revealed 

bright red flesh with black teeth.  I 

have recently learned, from a young 

Vietnamese woman, that women used 

to chew something to make their teeth 

black.  Black teeth were thought to 

make them more beautiful.  

 

One Sunday I went with a group of 

Airmen to visit an orphanage.  (I 

should have gone more often.)  It was 

run by a Vietnamese priest we called 

Father John.  We all loaded into the 

back of a truck and everyone was is-

sued an M16 for the duration of the 

trip.  The kids seemed reasonably 

happy when we got there.  We spent 

most of the time helping them repair 

bicycles and they gave us lunch con-

sisting of mostly fresh fruit.   I thought 

it was sad that some of the airmen 

spent their time childishly running 

around playing soldier.  I have often 

wondered what happened to Father 

John and the orphanage. 

 

It was a day in December, when a 

civilian came into the finance office 

looking for a favor.  A friend and I took 

care of him and he took care of us.  

He happened to be the head camera 

man for the Bob Hope Show.  He re-

warded us with  ring side seats at the 

Christmas Show.  We sat with the 

press photographers.  Needless to 

say, the show was excellent.  There 

was another occasion when we had a 

choice between two great performers 

on the same night, Wayne Newton 

and Roy Acuff .  I chose Roy Acuff.  

They set up a stage in a large field 

and we all sat on the grass.  The turn-

out was very good.  Looking around 

the field, there appeared to be a sea 

of green fatigues.  Roy went all out to 

give us a great show. 

 

Some of the guys were playing cards 

in the barracks one evening.  A big 

guy, a real heavy weight, was sitting 

cross legged and shirtless on a top 

bunk watching the game. One of the 

mama-son’s came in.  She looked at 

him and said one word, ―Buda.‖  It 

really fit, and the name stuck.  Buda’s 

bunk was just opposite mine, the clos-

est to the front door, with the bunker 

just outside.  On the night of the mor-

tar attack in December 1966, Buda 

was the first one out the door.  He 

went out in such a hurry that he tore 

the door off the hinges.      For us, that 

(Continued on Page 10)  
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Tan Son Nhut Association 
P. O. Box 236 
Penryn PA 17564 

TSNA and its officers, directors, employees and agents do not make any guarantees of any kind about the content, accuracy, or 
timeliness of information in the TSNA newsletter, Revetments. The use of information from this newsletter is strictly voluntary and at 
the user’s sole risk.  TSNA shall not be liable for any damages of any kind related to the information in this newsletter. The opinions 
expressed in the newsletter are those of the authors and do not constitute the opinion or policy of TSNA. 

 Revetments is an official publication of the  
 Tan Son Nhut Association, Inc. 
 P.O. Box 236, Penryn, PA 17564-0236 
 The Association is a 501(c)(19) tax exempt veterans’    
 Organization incorporated in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
 

 President: George Plunkett 
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 Secretary: Dale Bryan 
 Treasurer: Carol Bessette 
 Director of Communications/Webmaster: Charles Penley 
 Director of Marketing: Johnnie Jernigan 
 Director of Public Relations: Richard Carvell 
 Director of Veteran and Member Services:  Hector Leyva 
 Director of Membership: Larry E. Fry 
 Co-Director of Membership Development: Bill Coup    
 Co-Director of Membership Development: Kerry Nivens 
 Revetments Editor: Larry E. Fry 
 Chaplains: Rev. Dr. James M. Warrington,                             
    Rev. Dr. Billy T. Lowe; and Rev. Bob A. Chaffee 
 Co-Founders/Presidents Emeriti: Don Parker and  
   John Peele  
 President Emeriti: Wayne Salisbury 
 President Emeritus:  Robert Robinson Gales 

 Web Site: www.tsna.org 
 
 Annual Membership: $20.00 
 Five Year Membership: $80.00 
 Life Membership: $180.00 

Mr. Robert J. Flanagan connemara@frontiernet.net. Mar 64-Mar 65;Sep 68-Aug 69 3rdRRU/Air Section/224th Aviation Bn 

Mr. James H. Dawe jimdawe1@hotmail.com Jan 72 - Nov 72 Hq 7th Air Force 

NEW MEMBERS 

My Year at Tan Son Nhut (Continued from Page 9) 

 

night was less a danger than an inconvenience.  We were in and out of the bunker several times during the night.   Being 

without weapons, we were not allowed to leave the compound the next day.  After some time everybody was complain-

ing about being hungry, so I broke out a fruit cake that my girl friend had sent.  It went real fast. 

 

All things considered, my year in Vietnam didn’t seem like being involved in a war.  I can’t remember even one time 

when I found reason to be afraid.  I think our security police deserve thanks for our being so insulated.  I worked in 

Washington D.C. for a while and have visited the memorial wall multiple times.  I never had a single name to look up, but 

I often had a feeling that I’m sure many others have had:  Why them and not me?   Is it just luck?  I truly believe that 

those of us still breathing have unfinished work to do.  I know one thing for absolute certain.  If my name were on that 

wall, none of my 8 wonderful children or 13 grandchildren would have been born.  Thank God. 


